
DAY-BY-DAY CASUALTIES, ISRAELI SORTIES,
AND PALESTINIAN MISSILES FIRED

The data below were compiled by IPS Senior Research Associate Michele K.

Esposito based on a survey of available sources. Sources for each day are

listed in the Chronology section in this issue of JPS and in the notes below,

which explain in detail how the figures were derived.

Two points about the limits of the data are worth noting at the outset: The

first regards the daily tallies of Palestinian casualties; the second pertains to

Israeli attacks.

Because the intensity of Israel’s assault on Gaza, sources rarely attempted

to give figures for dead and wounded Palestinians in a given day, instead

reporting cumulative estimates or tolls for major incidents. The daily tolls

below are considered by JPS to be the most generally accepted and highly

corroborated based on a survey of available sources. They are presented

primarily to give readers a sense of the general trend of the fighting dur-

ing Operation Cast Lead. A more accurate and detailed final accounting

of Palestinian dead and wounded is provided in the “Palestinian Casual-

ties” chart in this section of JPS, based on the weekly and special reports

by the Gaza-based Palestine Center for Human Rights (PCHR; online at

www.pchrgaza.org). PCHR provides perhaps the most accurate reporting

from the ground, documenting and independently confirming fatalities and

categorizing the data in various useful ways (e.g., age, gender, locale, civil-

ian/militant status). This type of detailed archiving does not lend itself to

real-time reporting, however. Therefore, PCHR data provided only one com-

ponent in the compilation of this report. PCHR’s weekly and final figures are,

however, roughly in line with the daily tallies shown here, lending support

to this document’s general accuracy.

The intensity of the fighting also made it difficult to track Israeli attacks.

The Israel Defense Forces released data only for air strikes launched and

combat sorties flown, which comprised only two components of its military

assault. The Israeli military also bombarded Gaza daily from the sea. Once

ground operations began on 3 January, artillery, tank, and other ground

fire were involved. Israel released no comprehensive statistics on these types

of fire. The daily statistics presented here, covering air strikes and sorties,

thus comprise only a partial accounting of Israel’s attacks, though they are

illustrative of the trend in fighting.

Abbreviations for the table are as follows: a/s = air strike; d/w =
dead/wounded; ith = individual targets hit; nr = not reported.
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